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Revenue Service to implement 
Obamacare. In that report, the GAO de-
scribed a ‘‘full time equivelant,’’ or 
‘‘FTE,’’ as: ‘‘a measure of staff hours 
equal to those of an employee who 
works 2,080 hours per year, or 40 hours 
per week for 52 weeks.’’ 

During consideration of the Budget 
resolution last month, the Senate 
adopted my amendment calling for leg-
islation setting a more sensible defini-
tion of a ‘‘full time’’ employee for pur-
poses of Obamacare penalties. That 
amendment was endorsed by the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers, 
and the National Education Associa-
tion. The fact that these two 
organzitions—typically thought of as 
bookends on the political spectrum— 
would agree that Obamacare’s defini-
tion of a ‘‘full-time’’ employee is bro-
ken illustrates how out-of-step it truly 
is. 

Under my bill, a ‘‘full time’’ em-
ployee would be someone who works a 
40-hour week. This is a sensible defini-
tion in keeping with actual practice. I 
urge my colleagues to support it. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 95—RECOG-
NIZING LINEMEN, THE PROFES-
SION OF LINEMEN, THE CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF THESE BRAVE 
MEN AND WOMEN WHO PROTECT 
THE PUBLIC SAFETY, AND EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF APRIL 18, 2013, 
AS NATIONAL LINEMAN APPRE-
CIATION DAY 

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr. 
BENNET) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 95 

Whereas the profession of linemen is 
steeped in personal, family, and professional 
tradition; 

Whereas linemen are often first responders 
during storms and other catastrophic events, 
working to make the scene safe for other 
public safety heroes; 

Whereas linemen work with thousands of 
volts of electricity high atop power lines 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year, to keep elec-
tricity flowing; 

Whereas linemen must often work under 
dangerous conditions far from their families 
to construct and maintain the energy infra-
structure of the United States; 

Whereas linemen put their lives on the line 
every day with little recognition from the 
community regarding the danger of their 
work; and 

Whereas April 18, 2013, would be an appro-
priate date to designate as National Line-
man Appreciation Day: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the efforts of linemen in 

keeping the power on and protecting public 
safety; and 

(2) supports the designation of April 18, 
2013, as National Lineman Appreciation Day. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 12—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF THE CONGRESS THAT 
OUR CURRENT TAX INCENTIVES 
FOR RETIREMENT SAVINGS PRO-
VIDE IMPORTANT BENEFITS TO 
AMERICANS TO HELP PLAN FOR 
A FINANCIALLY SECURE RETIRE-
MENT 
Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr. MUR-

PHY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. PORTMAN, 
Mr. TESTER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
and Mrs. HAGAN) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance: 

S. CON. RES. 12 
Whereas private retirement plans in the 

United States paid out over $3,824,000,000,000 
in benefits from 2000 through 2009, while pub-
lic sector retirement plans paid out 
$2,651,000,000,000 during the same period, with 
both playing an essential role in providing 
retirement income for millions of our Na-
tion’s senior citizens; 

Whereas there are approximately 670,000 
private-sector defined contribution plans 
that are currently covering 67,000,000 partici-
pants, and over 48,000 private-sector defined 
benefit plans covering 44,000,000 participants; 

Whereas $4,700,000,000,000 is held in 401(k), 
403(b), 457 and similar defined contribution 
plans, $2,300,000,000,000 is held in private de-
fined benefit plans, and another 
$4,900,000,000,000 is held in Individual Retire-
ment Accounts, largely consisting of funds 
rolled over from employer-based retirement 
plans; 

Whereas from 2000 through 2009, employers 
have contributed almost $3,500,000,000,000 to 
public and private retirement plans; 

Whereas tax incentives are an important 
impetus for individuals to save for retire-
ment and for employers to offer plans under 
our voluntary system; 

Whereas generally, the taxation of 
amounts contributed to pension and retire-
ment plans is simply deferred, not lost; 

Whereas more than 70 percent of American 
workers making between $30,000 and $50,000 a 
year contribute to their own retirement 
when covered by a retirement plan at work; 

Whereas under current law, if business 
owners and managers sponsor a retirement 
plan, they also must cover and provide bene-
fits to lower-income and middle-income em-
ployees; 

Whereas 401(k) and similar defined con-
tribution plans have been enhanced over the 
years by Congress on a bipartisan basis; 

Whereas the private retirement system in 
the United States is voluntary and is depend-
ent on the willingness of business owners and 
corporations to adopt and maintain retire-
ment plans; and 

Whereas the United States system of em-
ployer-based retirement savings is designed 
to work together with other personal savings 
and the Social Security program to provide 
meaningful income replacement upon retire-
ment: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of the Congress that— 

(1) tax incentives for retirement savings 
play an important role in encouraging em-
ployers to sponsor and maintain retirement 
plans and encouraging participants to con-
tribute to such plans; 

(2) existing tax incentives have increased 
the number of Americans who are covered by 
a retirement plan; and 

(3) a reformed and simplified Federal tax 
code should include properly structured tax 
incentives to maintain and contribute to 

such plans and to strengthen retirement se-
curity for all Americans. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 10, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253 of 
the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The Committee will hold a hearing 
entitled, ‘‘Expanding the Panama 
Canal: What Does it Mean for Amer-
ican Freight and Infrastructure?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 10, 2013, at 11 a.m., to 
hold a briefing entitled, ‘‘Intelligence 
Update on Syria’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND 

PENSIONS 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 10, 2013, at 10 a.m. in SD–430. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on April 10, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. to conduct 
a hearing entitled ‘‘Border Security: 
Frontline Perspectives on Progress and 
Remaining Challenges.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on April 10, 2013, in room SD–628 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building, at 
2:15 p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Identifying Barriers to Indian Hous-
ing Development and Finding Solu-
tions’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on April 10, 2013, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Judicial Nominations.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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